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SUBJECT: TURKEY'S TWO MAJOR PARTIES FORMALLY ENDORSE EARLY 
ELECTIONS 

REE: ANKARA 2037 (181515Z MAR 77) 

1 . BOTH THE GOVERNING JUSTICE PARTY (JP) AND THE OPPOSITION 
REPUBLICAN PEOPLE’S PARTY (RPP) FIRMLY COMMITTED THEMSELVES 
ON MARCH 23 TO SEEK TO ADVANCE THE DATE OE GENERAL ELECTIONS 
TO JUNE, WITH THE JP JOINT PARLIAMENTARY GROUP ADOPTING 

SUCH A RESOLUTION UNANIMOUSLY AND THE RPP JOINT PARLIAMENTARY 
GROUP ADOPTING A FAVORABLE RESOLUTION WITH ONLY ONE VOTE AGAINST 
AND ONE ABSTENTION, ACCORDING TO MARCH 24 MEDIA REPORTS. 
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HOWEVER, THE SECOND LARGEST PARTY IN THE GOVERNMENT COALITION, 
THE NATIONAL SALVATION PARTY (NSP) REITERATED ITS OPPOSITION 
AND DECLARED ITS INTENTION TO USE ALL POSSIBLE MEANS TO 
BLOCK EARLY ELECTIONS. 

2. PRIMIN AND JP CHAIRMAN SULEYMAN DEMIREL REPORTEDLY SAID 
AT THE JP REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY MARCH 19 THAT NEW ELECTIONS 
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WERE NECESSARY TO END THE "HARDSHIPS " CAUSED BY THE "DIFFICULT 
PARLIAMENTARY ARITHMETIC INTRODUCED BY THE 1973 ELECTIONS" 

AND TO "SETTLE ACCOUNTS WITH THE RPP, "X WHICH WAS "FILIBUSTERING" 
THE LEGISLATION OF BILLS NECESSARY FOR LAW AND ORDER. 

3. RPP LEADER ECEVIT TOLD THE PRESS AFTER THE RPP DECISION 
HAD BEEN TAKEN THAT THE IP'S DECISION TO SEEK EARLY ELECTIONS 
VINDICATED THE RPP'S LONG-TERM ADVOCACY OF THE IDEA, BASED 
ON THE RPP CONTENTION THAT "THE PARLIAMENT FORMED AFTER THE 
1973 ELECTIONS WOULD NOT PUT FORWARD A LASTING AND COHERENT 
GOVERNMENT. THE JP ITSELF CAN NO LONGER TOLERATE THE 
GOVERNMENT, THE CRISIS IT CREATED ITSELF, THE DOMESTIC AND 
EXTERNAL PROBLEMS WHICH IT AGGRAVATED," ECEVIT REPORTEDLY 
CHARGED. "IT HAS THUS PROVED THAT THE JP MADE THE NATION 
LOSE TWO YEARS BY FLEEING FROM EARLY ELECTIONS IN 1974. THE 
RPP APPROVES OF EARLY ELECTIONS, NOT TO SAVE THE JP, BUT 

TO PROTECT THE COUNTRY FROM GRAVER CRISES, AND DANGERS, TO 
SAVE THE PEOPLE AND THE YOUTH AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FROM 
THE MURDERERS AND BRIGANDS INCITED AND SUPPORTED BY SOME 
PARTNERS IN THIS GOVERNMENT WHICH THE JP HEADS." 

4. THE NSP JOINT GROUP, MEETING MARCH 23, DECIDED THAT 

"EARLY ELECTIONS SHOULD BE OBSTRUCTED BY TAKING ADVANTAGE OF 
ALL POSSIBILITIES." NSP HEAD, DEPUTY PRIMIN ERBAKAN, TOLD 
THE PRESS THAT "A RULING PARTY CANNOT LEAVE DUTY WHILE 
CARRYING THE RESPONSIBILITY. THIS WOULD MEAN RUNNING AWAY 
FROM GOVERNMENT. I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT JP WILL BE ABLE TO 
DRAG THE COUNTRY TO EARLY ELECTIONS JUST BECAUSE IT HAS BECOME 
EXHAUSTED AND HAS RUN OUT OF GAS.. .WE BELIEVE THE NSP IS 
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STRONG ENOUGH TO DRAW THE OTHERS ALONG AND CONTINUE 
PROVIDING SERVICE." 

5. THE NSP'S THREAT WAS NOT AN IDLE ONE. THE MARCH 23 PRESS 
HAD DROPPED THE BOMBSHELL DISCOVERY THAT THE NSP, SIMPLY 
BY BOYCOTTING THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY'S CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL 
MEETINGS, COULD ALLEGEDLY PREVENT EARLY ELECTIONS. ACCORDING 
TO ARTICLE 93 OF THE STANDING ORDERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, 
ALL PROPOSALS FOR EARLY ELECTIONS CAN BE CONSIDERED BY THE 

NA ONLY AFTER THE VIEWS OF THE CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL HAVE 
BEEN OBTAINED" AND AFTER THE APPROVAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
COMMITTEE. BY A PRECEDENT ESTABLISHED LAST SEPTEMBER DURING 
THE DEBATE OVER THE STATE SECURITY COURTS, THE 
CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL CANNOT HOLD A LEGAL MEETING WITHOUT 
THE PRESENCE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL THE NA PARTY GROUPS 
(JP, RPP, NSP, AND DP). SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THIS 
REVELATION, NSP GROUP ACTING CHAIRMAN SULEYMAN ARIF EMRE 
STATED THAT THE NSP WOULD STAY AWAY FROM THE CONSULTATIVE 
COUNCIL IN ORDER TO PREVENT EARLY ELECTIONS. DP GROUP 
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ACTING CHAIRMAN OZER OLCMEN ANNOUNCED THAT THE DP WOULD DO 
THE SAME UNLESS THE ISSUES OF THE "SUNTA AFEAIR" (FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE MANIPULATION SCANDAL INVOLVING DEMIREL'S NEPHEW) 
AND THE LOCKHEED BRIBERY SCANDAL WERE SETTLED. NA SPEAKER 
GUVEN WAS QUOTED IN THE MARCH 23 PRESS AS AGREEING THAT 
NON-PARTICIPATION OF THE NSP AND/OR THE DP IN THE 
CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL COULD SCUTTLE EARLY ELECTIONS. "I HAVE 
NOT MADE A CAREFUL STUDY, BUT I DO NOT BELIEVE THERE IS ANY 
OTHER WAY OUT," HE WAS REPORTED AS SAYING. 

6. THE MARCH 24 PRESS REPORTED ECEVIT AS SAYING, " WE EXPECT 
THAT INSTEAD OF OBSTRUCTING THE LEGISLATION OF THIS DECISION 

BY TAKING ADVANTAGE OF SOME PROVISIONS OF THE STANDING ORDERS, 
ALL PRARTY GROUPS AND PARLIAMENTARIANS WILL COMPLY WITH THE 
WISH COMING FROM THE NATION. IT IS lUST AS IMPORTANT TO HOLD 
ELECTIONS IN SECURITY, DEMOCRATICALLY AND WITHOUT CAUSING 
FURTHER BLOODSHED, AS IT IS TO HOLD ELECTIONS... WE BELIEVE 
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THAT THE UNITY OF ALL THE PARTIES IN MOVING THE ELECTIONS 
FORWARD WILL ALSO MATERIALIZE THE CONDITIONS FOR GOING TO THE 
NATION IN SECURITY." IN ANSWER TO A REPORTER'S QUESTION, 

ECEVIT SAID THAT "VARIOUS POSSIBILITIES, ALTHOUGH LIMITED 
IN NUMBER, CAN BE FOUND TO OVERCOME (THE NSP'S) OBSTRUCTION." 
GUVEN WAS REPORTED IN THE MARCH 24 PRESS AS RETREATING 
FROM HIS EARLIER STATEMENT (PARA 5), SAYING "I CAN MAKE NO 
INTERPRETATIONS AT THE MOMENT... I EXPECT THAT ALL PARTIES 
WITH A GROUP WILL ATTEND (THE CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL). IF 
NOT, WE WILL HAVE TO... FIND A NEW SOLUTION." GUVEN CALLED 
THE CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL TO MEET MARCH 25. 

7. MARCH 24 AFTERNOON RADIO QUOTED RPP LEADER ECEVIT AND 
RPP-MEMBER GUVEN AS WAVERING IN TANDEM. ECEVIT STATED THAT 
A DECISION FOR EARLY ELECTIONS, "IF TAKEN WITH THE PARTICIPATION 
OF ALL PARTIES HAVING GROUPS IN THE PARLIAMENT," WILL BE TO 

THE ADVANTAGE OF THE CUNTRY. GUVEN WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT 
HE IS DETERMINED TO USE ALL HIS POWERS TO ENSURE 
THE REACHING OF A DECISION FOR EARLY ELECTIONS "WITH THE 
PARTICIPATION OF ALL PARTIES." 

8. ECEVIT'S MARCH 23 STATEMENTS, BESIDES FIRMLY COMMITTING 
THE RPP ALONG WITH THE IP IN FAVOR OF EARLY ELECTIONS, APPEARDD 
TO DROP THE PREVIOUS RPP INSISTENCE ON REPLACEMENT OF THE 
PRESENT GOVERNMENT PREVIOUS TO THE HOLDING OF ELECTIONS. AT 
THIS POINT, WITH BOTH MAIOR PARTIES FIRMLY COMMITTED IN 
PUBLIC TO EARLY ELECTIONS, THE CHANCES FOR lUNE ELECTIONS LOOK 
BETTER. HOWEVER, THE RPP LEADERSHIP MAY HAVE BEEN DRIVEN 
INTO ITS PRESENT STAND BY PUBLIC PRESSURE AND AGAINST ITS 
BETTER lUDGMENT (PARTY ORTHODOXY HOLDS THAT BY OCTOBER THE 
DEMIREL GOVERNMENT AS A WHOLE WILL HAVE BEEN DISCREDITED BY 
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INTERNAL SQUABBLING AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND THAT THE 
JP WILL HAVE SUFFERED AN EROSION OE SUPPORT TO THE NSP). 

ASIDE FROM THE REAL POSSIBILITY THAT THE NSP BY ITSELF MIGHT 
BE ABLE TO OBSTRUCT EARLY ELECTIONS, THERE IS ALSO A GREATER 
CHANCE THAT THE RPP, UNDER THE COVER OF OBSERVANCE OF 
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PARLIAMENTARY REQUIREMENTS, MAY COOPERATE IN KILLING EARLY 
ELECTIONS BUT USE THE NSP AS A SCAPEGOAT. 

MACOMBER 
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